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Established in 2012 by the Iowa Board of Regents 
and based at the University of Northern Iowa,  
the Center for Educational Transformation is a 
 collaborative designed to transform PreK-12 
 education in Iowa and nationwide by conducting 
 and disseminating research on emerging and 
 critical educational issues.  
Center for Educational Transformation | University of Northern Iowa 
cet@uni.edu | 319-273-3146 | www.uni.edu/cet |      Center for Educational Transformation |     @IowaCET 
Research Brief Published in July 
In July 2016, the CET published its first Research Brief. For this Brief, we condensed and simplified 
a journal article published by one of our original research fellows, Amy Hutchison of Iowa State 
(now at George Mason University), with permission of the publisher: 
 
 Hutchison, A. C., Woodward, L., & Colwell, J. (2016, March). What are preadolescent 
readers doing online? An examination of upper elementary students’ reading, writing, 
and communication in digital spaces. Reading Research Quarterly. doi:10.1002/rrq.146 
 
It includes the following recommendations for teachers based on Hutchison et al.’s findings:  
 Provide students opportunities to participate in online activities in which they provide information or 
create content. 
 Provide students with social media experience in school settings. 
 Begin instruction in Internet navigation, reading, and writing in earlier grades. 
 Help students become informed and critical consumers of online images and videos. 
 Encourage girls to see themselves as more capable technology users. 
 Use digital technology to get male students more interested in reading. 
 
The Brief is available on the CET web site and was also printed for sharing at conferences and events.  
 
CET Request for Proposals Released October 11, 2016 
For the 2016-17 CET Request for Proposals, the CET Research Council identified several topical strands (see next page) 
as critical and emerging issues in PreK-12 education in Iowa worthy of CET support. Each proposal must address one or 
more of the strands in a way that could transform preK-12 education in Iowa and nationwide.        continued on reverse  
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Strand Name 
Proposed studies on this strand could examine, but are not limited to, 
the following topics:  
Deeper Learning (also known as 
competency-based education, 
innovative learning, and problem-based 
learning)  
 models of deeper learning in use in Iowa 
 the effects of deeper learning on academic and socioemotional 
outcomes 
 the role of instructional technology in deeper learning 
 the roles of teachers and administrators in schools using deeper 
learning  
Teacher Preparation and  
Professional Development  
 teacher candidate assessment 
 emerging teacher professional development models  
(e.g., microcredentialing) 
 the Iowa Teacher Leadership and Compensation (TLC) System  
Instructional Technology   1:1 
 teacher training in instructional technology 
 pedagogy and instructional technology 
 instructional technology and student achievement  
Chronic Truancy and Absenteeism  new or existing interventions to decrease or prevent chronic truancy 
and absenteeism  
 the nature of chronic truancy and absenteeism in Iowa, especially in 
rural settings  
Multitiered Systems of Support (MTSS)   interventions at the various tiers of support 
 assessments used to move students between the various tiers of 
support 
 effects of MTSS on academic outcomes 
 effects of professional development on MTSS implementation 
MTSS studies can focus on literacy and other academic skills or student 
behavior and mental health. 
Research Strands for the 2016-17 CET RFP 
Undergraduate Research 
An integral part of the CET’s vision is the provision of rich research experiences for undergraduate students, in order to 
help undergraduate education majors understand how knowledge is created in education and give them research skills 
they can use in their own future classrooms, expose non-education majors to education as an exciting field of inquiry, 
and provide the CET Fellows with another pool of potential project assistants besides graduate students.  
 
To that end, during summer 2016 the CET sponsored an undergraduate research pilot program with UNI faculty 
member Dr. Sarah Vander Zanden, focused on summer literacy program experiences in an urban district. Three kinds of 
research were carried out: 1) research on pedagogy associated with small-group literacy instruction; 2) research on 
instructional supports to address compounding issues for students who struggle with literacy, such as poverty and low 
academic achievement; and 3) research targeting mutually agreed upon goals for the school sites and the undergrad-
uates. The research questions were designed in collaboration with the school district and its summer literacy program.  
 
To expand the efforts piloted this summer, the CET is adding the use of undergraduate students as research assistants 
as an element of the 2016-17 RFP. The CET is encouraging applicants to plan substantive roles for undergraduates on 
their projects and also plan for the support, guidance, and oversight they may require.  
